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In his conclusion, Brown suggests 
that attention to the New Testament’s 
diverse ecclesiological perspectives 
both strengthens and challenges Chris- 
tians today. We can be strengthened by 
recognizing ways in which our own 
churches preserve a Biblical heritage, 
and challenged by acknowledging that 
every Christian community neglects 
portions of the New Testament. 

The Churches the Apostles Left 
Behind makes a valuable step toward 
these goals. The style is popular and 
non-technical. Each chapter is spiced 
with illustrations from church history 
and modern church life, which will 
engage a wide variety of readers. 
Throughout the book Father Brown 
shows a disarming candor and even- 
handedness in dealing with Roman 
Catholic and Protestant concerns. 
While some readers may disagree with 
Brown’s interpretation of certain 
passages or with his lists of strengths 
and weaknesses, his approach invites 
constructive discussion across denomi- 
national lines. 

Brown, a Roman Catholic, based the 
book on the Sprunt lectures which he 
delivered at Union Theological 
Seminary in Richmond, Virginia—a 
Protestant seminary. Discussion there 
and in other ecumenical settings has 
enriched the value of the work for 
readers from diverse denominational 
backgrounds. Protestants and Roman 
Catholics will find this book to be a 
valuable contribution to the current 
discussions of issues that face Chris- 
tians afresh in every generation. 


Craig Koester 
Luther Northwestern Seminary 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
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